The relationship between solar keratoses and squamous cell carcinomas among Japanese.
Between 1976 and 1988, 135 patients with solar keratosis (SK) and 53 patients with squamous cell carcinoma (SCC) on the sun-exposed skin, but without apparent preceding diseases such as burn scars, chronic radiodermatitis, chronic arsenic poisoning, or xeroderma pigmentosum, were encountered. Sixteen of the SCC patients also had SK on other areas of sun-exposed skin. There were 31 SCC patients also showing SK (SK-SCC) and 22 SCC not showing SK (DN-SCC) within the same histologic sections. The mean ages of the patients with SK-SCC and with DN-SCC were similar. Metastases to regional lymph nodes were observed in 5 SK-SCC patients, of whom 3 died of the disease, and in 5 DN-SCC patients, of whom 4 died of the disease. The five-year post-operative survival rates were 70% in SK-SCC and 74% in DN-SCC; the ten-year post-operative survival rates were 70% in SK-SCC and 44% in DN-SCC.